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in progress of erection, besides numerous private residences, 
stores, &c. Our academies (two female and two male) com- 
mence their sessions to-day under favorable auspices. William 
and Mary will begin on the ioth instant. Williamsburg has been 
remarkably healthy during the entire summer." From a letter 
dated in Williamsburg, October i, 1855, published in the Rich- 
mond Daily National American and republished in the Virginia 
Gazette, October 11, 1855. 

BOOK REVIEWS 

Bobby in Search of a Birthday: Chicago, P. F. Volland & Co., 1916. By 
Lebbeus Mitchell. 

This is a pretty little gift for a birthday. There are smiles in it; 
there are chuckles in it; here and there, there are tears in it. The story is 
beautifully garbed in both binding and printing. 

A Little Treatise on Southern Civilization, with suggestions for the found- 
ing of economic and political associations. By Helen Gray. Printed 
by the L. Graham Co., Ltd., New Orleans, La. 

This "little treatise" contains interesting suggestions and questions 
along economic and historical lines. Miss Gray's purpose is to arouse 
and stimulate study in Southern life. 

Rambles in Old College Towns. By Hildegarde Hawthorne, New York. 
Dodd Meade & Company, 1917. 

The institutions visited by the author of this book and described in 
her pleasant manner are : The University of Virginia, William and Mary 
College, St. John's College and the Naval Academy, University of Prince- 
ton, Yale, Harvard, Wellesley College, Bowdoin College, Dartmouth, 
Amherst, Smith, Williams, Vassar, West Point and Cornell. Harkening 
to the promptings of her own good nature, the fair author finds abundant 
things to praise, very little to censure at any of the Colleges. At the same 
time she gives a great deal of real information, and one rises from the 
perusal with a very improved idea of what the centers of learning mean. 
If now and then there is a slight slip up, what of that? Certainly, King 
William's school was not the first free school in the United States, for 
Benjamin Syms should not be forgotten. And the title of William and 
Mary was : "The Free School and College of William and Mary," its 
Grammar School being somewhat older than King William's School. But 
Jefferson is given his credit, as the master spirit in modern education, 
of the honor and elective principles which found their first activities 
at William and Mary. Beautiful illustrations are scattered here and there 
in the book, and the publication could not be made more attractive. 



